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July 14,, 2021 

 

MEET YOUR NEW INTERIM PASTOR, ELIZABETH TOLAND SMITH 

Rev. Elizabeth Smith grew up in Iola, Kansas, received a Bachelor of 

Science degree from the University of Kansas and a Master of       

Divinity degree from Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, 

Georgia. Prior to enrolling in seminary, Elizabeth served as a Young 

Adult Volunteer along the U.S./Mexico border in Nogales, where 

she lived for two years. Elizabeth is passionate about creating     

experiences where people can put their faith into action and loves 

walking alongside others on their faith journeys. Elizabeth is   

married to Rev. Bart Smith, pastor of St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church 

in Tucson. Lots more about Elizabeth to come… 

THE RETURN OF JANE’S LUNCH BUNCH! 

Monday July 19 at 7:30 am. 

Join God’s Assembly line and help us prepare   

350 sack lunches for hungry folks in Tucson. 
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PASTOR’S PENCIL 
I’ve been thinking about the “Elevator Speech.” If you had to describe something in the time it 

takes an elevator to travel 30 floors, how would you do that? 

I got pretty good with my elevator speech when Dean and I made our living as improvisational 

comedians: “We take suggestions from the audience and create comic scenes based on the every-

day work lives of our audiences. Doing research in advance gives us insight into the minutiae 

and administrivia of the folks in attendance, but the shows are invented on the spot.” That 

would get me to the 10th floor! 

What about your faith? Is it possible to craft an elevator speech that captures everything some-

one might want to know about why you call yourself a Christian? Is Christianity too complex, 

too dogmatic for such an exercise? (“I believe in a Triune God who creates, redeems and inspires 

humanity using Jesus the Christ as a model for God-centered living, while creating communities 

that nourish and nurture our spirituality”) Is there a danger in simplifying the message to the 

point where it has no bite? (“I love Jesus and Jesus loves me.”) 

Some days I feel like I might have to travel to the 1000th floor to describe why I call myself a    

believer. Other days, I could do it in a heartbeat. Here’s my version today: 

“God created us in God’s image: we’re all equal, we’re all loved, and we’re all gifted with talents 

that will allow us to continue God’s work in the world. Jesus saves us from our self-absorption 

and teaches us to see the face of God in everyone we meet. The Holy Spirit inspires us to do    

justice, love kindness, work for peace and walk with God in humility and purpose.” 

The wonderful thing about faith is how our elevator speech is always evolving into something 

new and deeply personal. 

Care to share yours? 

Shalom, 

Pastor Lesley 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Rocky Hoopengardner, repair of our sanctuary 

trestle table 

Susan Taylor, spearheading our Live Streaming 

project,   figuring out our new voicemail system 

and knowing how to turn the water off at a toilet. 

Pastor L sleeps much betterthanks to Susan! 

The Session, efficiently and collegially calling an 

Interim Pastor 

Barbara Bledsoe, keeping our indoor plants alive 

Bill Evans, standing in for Pastor Lesley 
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Lord, we offer these prayers for . . .  

 Jean Smith, on the death of her beloved husband, Lew 

 Ann Thomas, battling cancer 

 Ken, Jack Mitchell’s brother, serious health challenges 

 Bob, Cathy Smith’s father, surgery on his neck this week 

 Edith Baker, Bette Rae’s lifelong friend, hip fracture 

 Helen Tabb and family, on the death of her cousin, Cathy 

 David, Patton’s son, cancer diagnosis 

Hello from Rob.       
When someone is going through a rough time… just sit with them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No preaching, no advice.      Just be there.  (Contemplative Monk)                                  

           Faith be your guide,  

Rob. 

 

       Comfort 
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On August 1 we’ll be launching ST JOHN LIVE! 

Live streaming means our worship service     

happens both in-person and online -- LIVE! Folks 

from near and far will be able to access our 

church services using their computers, tablets, 

smart phones or Smart TVs at the same time that 

we are worshiping in person. Our worship      

services can be accessed via our website or 

YouTube. (We may also use Facebook.) 

Folks will also be able to watch our worship after 

the fact, as all services will be archived on our 

website and our St John on the Desert YouTube 

channel.  

 

Your Session voted unanimously to make the  

investment in live streaming technology after a 

long season of discernment. Live streaming is an 

evangelical tool. It allows us to move beyond our 

zip code and into other homes and communities. 

Folks from Maine, Indiana and California have 

already found us online and our dream is that 

many more will be able to join our small and 

mighty faith community through the wonder of 

technology. 

You better believe that Jesus would be using the 

latest technology if he were alive today. Because 

sharing the Word and knowing about God’s love 

for us is Job One! 

WHAT IS LIVE STREAMING AND WHY ARE WE DOING IT? 

SAVE THE DATE: 

 On Sunday August 1 we’ll be launching ourselves into the 21st century with LIVE STREAMING. 

We are hoping and praying to get as many folks as possible volunteering to help us out with the 

new technology. To that end, please prayerfully consider helping us out by attending the Live 

Streaming Training Day on Saturday, July 31 (time TBA). 

Due to abuse and misuse of our 

dumpster by those not associ-

ated with St John, we have 

swapped our dumpster for a 

gravity lock dumpster.  The 

dumpster has to be unlocked   

to put trash in, but not for the  

garbage truck to collect that 

trash.  We have purchased a 

WORD LOCK and the combi-

nation and directions for use 

are posted in the office 

(mailroom bulletin board) and 

in the sanctuary kitchen.   

Thanks for making sure the 

lock is on and closed if you are 

locking up!   

Susan K Taylor 

DUMPSTER LOCK   
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WHAT’S UP THIS SUNDAY 

What’s Coming This Sunday: Pastor Lesley will be preaching on the Beatitudes, Matthew 5:1-12, 

with the sermon title: “Blessing the World: Upside Down.” 

 

On Sunday, July 25th we’ll be honoring the 

saints who departed this life while we were in 

the throes of the pandemic. Following the spe-

cial service, we’ll have a potluck – our first in 

over 16 months! The Deacons will supply chick-

en, and we’re hoping you’ll bring lots of salads, 

desserts and memories to share.  

IT’S ABOUT TIME FOR A POTLUCK 

Go to www.stjohnonthedesert.org 

and click on the purple “GIVE 

NOW” button in the upper right 

hand corner. You can also instruct 

your bank to send regular pay-

ments to us via their BILL PAY  

system. Finally, as long as the post 

office is still in business, you can 

mail us a check at 2695 North 

Houghton Road, Tucson, AZ 85749. 

HOW TO GIVE TO ST JOHN 
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 Why does the sun lighten our hair and darken our skin?   

 Why can’t women put on mascara with their mouth closed?   

 Why doesn’t glue stick to the inside of the bottle?     

 Why is a boxing ring square?     

 Why is it what doctors do called practice?      

 Why is it that rain drops and snow falls?      

 Why is it that when you are driving and looking for an address, you turn down the volume on 

the radio? 

 Why is the person who invests all your money called a broker?      

 Why is the third hand on the watch called the second hand?    

 Why is the time of day with the slowest traffic called rush hour?   

 How come we drive on parkways and park on driveways?    

 How come sheep don't shrink when it rains but a wool sweater does when you wash it? 

 

 Submitted by Lorine Birger 

PARAPROSDOKIANS are figures of speech in 

which the latter part of a sentence is unexpected. 

Winston Churchill loved them. 

Some examples:  

 

1. Where there's a will, I want to be in it.  

2. Since light travels faster than sound, some  

people appear bright until you hear them speak.  

3. If I agreed with you, we'd both be wrong.  

4. War does not determine who is right - only 

who is left.  

5 Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit.   

Wisdom is not putting it in a fruit salad.  

6. They begin the evening news with 'Good  

Evening,' then proceed to tell you why it isn't.  

7. To steal ideas from someone is plagiarism. To 

steal from many is called research.  

8. In filling in an application, where it says, 'In 

case of emergency' - notify: I put 'DOCTOR.'  

9. A clear conscience is the sign of a bad 

memory.  

10. I used to be indecisive. Now I'm not so sure.  

11. Nostalgia isn't what it used to be. Nor is there 

any future in it.  

12. Change is inevitable, except from a vending 

machine.  

13. Going to church doesn't make you a      

Christian any more than standing in your      

garage makes you a car.  

DID YOUU EVER WONDER... 
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Brian Wren was born and raised in Romford, Essex, England. His B.A. and Ph.D. degrees are from 

Oxford University. He was ordained in the United Reformed Church in Great Britain, but now is 

now a citizen of the United States. Wren is a vibrant hymn writer  

Composed by Wren in 1968 I Come With Joy appears in at least 40 different hymnals in North     

America. This hymn was written for the author’s congregation as a summation of a sermon series on 

Communion. It reflects a shift from thinking of the Lord’s Supper as a memorial observance to a   

celebration that involves our fellowship with Christians near or far.  The Lord’s Table becomes the 

bridge that “makes us one” and “strangers now are friends.” 

 

I come with joy, a child of God, 

forgiven, loved, and free, 

the life of Jesus to recall, 

in love laid down for me. 

I come with Christians far and near 

to find, as all are fed, 

the new community of love 

in Christ’s communion bread. 

As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, 

each proud division ends. 

The love that made us makes us one, 

and strangers now are friends. 

The spirit of the risen Christ, 

unseen, but ever near, 

is in such friendship better known: 

alive and among us here. 

Together met, together bound, 

by all that God has done, 

we’ll go with joy, to give the world, 

the love that makes us one. 

HYMN HISTORY: I COME WITH JOY 
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Remember, Pastor Lesley is in the office every  

Tuesday from 9-Noon 

Wednesday from 9:30– 1 

and is available just about any time by appointment.  

July is Family Reunion Month – a good excuse 

to get together.  Most schools are out and the 

weather is nice, allowing families to gather. A 

century ago, families tended to stay together and 

travel less; nowadays, families are split apart 

and live all over the world. Travel is easier and 

more accessible than 100 years ago, and families 

are important. So, make time to visit the family 

and tighten those apron strings. (Don’t forget to 

take pictures so those who can’t make it can still share 

in the fun!) 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speaking of family reunions, July is also          

National Baked Bean Month, a dish often 

brought to family reunions.  Americans          

consumed over 50 million pounds of baked 

beans in July 2009, (That is enough cans of beans to 

stretch from Los Angeles to Chicago!)  Beans are 

pretty amazing - they are high in protein, fiber, 

vitamins, and minerals, yet low in sodium and 

fat. Beans can be magically transformed from a 

handful of pebbles to a pot full of deliciousness 

that has a small price tag and big flavor. It’s not 

too late to try a baked bean recipe tonight! 

Traditional Baked Beans 

1/2 tsp oil 

1/4 cup chopped onions 

1/2 tsp dry mustard 

1/2 tsp black pepper 

3 Tbsp cider vinegar 

1/3 cup molasses 

2 cups cooked white beans, rinsed and drained 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Combine all         

ingredients in an oven-safe baking pan and mix 

gently.  

Cover and bake until mixture is thick and      

bubbly, about 30 minutes. Serve hot. 

      

CALENDAR CELEBRATIONS JULY 14 – 20 
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Web Site 

www.stjohnonthedesert.org  

 

Pastor Lesley Abrams 

pastorsjod@gmail.com 

520-271-2067 

 

        Facebook     

https://www.facebook.com/

StJohnonTheDesert  

 

     2695 N. Houghton Road,        

Tucson, AZ  85749                

                  520-749-3615  

              stjohnonthedesert@gmail.com   

 

Newsletter Editor 

Georgia Bernheim 

bernheimg@yahoo.com 

 

Newsletter Publisher 

Susan Patton 

susanopatton44@gmail.com 

 

Desert Sun-Rising Director 

Susan Taylor 

sktaylor.tus@cox.net 

 

Accompanist 

Marcia Soriano 
marciasoriano15@yahoo.com  

 

 

Elders 

Joy V’Marie (23)  Clerk of Session 

sessionclerk.stjohn@gmail.com 

 

David Tabb (23)  Treasurer 

(520) 298-1654 

treasurersjod@gmail.com 

 

Diane Kent (21)  Mission 

mrskent1@gmail.com 

 

Susan Taylor (21)  Buildings & Grounds 

520) 760-2119 

sktaylor.tus@cox.net 

 

Rob Dillon  (22)  Christian Education 

rpd1046@gmail.com  

 

Georgia Bernheim (23) Communications and  Outreach  

(520) 227-0481 

bernheimg@yahoo.com 

 

Susan Curwen   Personnel 

(520) 760-7239 

gregnsusan@usfamily.net 

Deacons 

Helen Tabb   Parish 1 

(520) 298-1654  

hmtabb46@gmail.com 

 

Sandi Tinsley   Parish 2 

(520) 777-4400 

sandraminton@gmail.com 

 

Rita Rasmussen  Parish 3 

(520) 296-2730 

ritarasmussen5@gmail.com 

 

Kay French  Parish 4 

(520) 207-1504 

grammyk1211@cox.net 

 

Eugenia Villafana  Parish 5 

847-571-4210 

villafanaeugenia@gmail.com 

 

Barbara Bledsoe  Parish 6 

(520) 982-1392 

lilacjen@cox.net 


