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June 9, 2021 

Before the pandemic, I took so much for granted: 

hugging friends, visiting family, singing at con-

certs, eating at restaurants, going anywhere I   

desired. The virus flipped our world upside 

down and forced us apart from the people and 

spaces that fill our lives with love, sustenance, 

purpose, and energy. I am grateful to live in a 

time with technology that allows us to stay hyper

-connected, but screens have not replaced what I 

missed most – my Christian community. 

Zoom did not nearly replace the spiritual energy 

I receive when gathering in person to worship, 

sing, learn, or pray together. I missed the laugh-

ter and handshakes and hugs. I missed the highs 

and the lows of carrying each other through 

suffering. Fundamentally, I missed that com-

munal life. 

 

 

 

During the pandemic, I became aware we all 

play a role in sustaining the health of that com-

munity, but the social distancing helped me     

understand how much my Christian community 

sustains and uplifts me.  

We have all experienced and dealt with the mas-

sive trauma of COVID-19 in different ways, and 

nothing can possibly mend our individual and 

communal brokenness. Yet, I urge you to show 

up in person if you are able. Show up at services, 

even after an exhausting week. Show up to seek 

companionship and strength, even when you just 

want to collapse on the couch. Show up even 

when you don’t feel like seeing other people. 

The 20th century philosopher Martin Buber  

teaches that God is the electricity that surges    

between people who relate to each other           

humanly – and I think we could all use that 

spark! 

Georgia Bernheim 

editor 

RESUMING COMMUNAL LIFE IN CHRIST 
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PASTOR’S PENCIL 

 

Lord, we offer these prayers for . . .  

 A Friend of Diane Kent, in crisis 

 Cleone Gerkin, TIA’s 

 Pastor Lesley, heart procedure 

 Roger Ryberg, headed home! 

 John Deering, cancer 

 Lew Smith, in home hospice, following a major stroke 

  

I recently rediscovered a rather weighty cross made of silver on a back shelf in one of my closets. I 

put the cross on my home office desk and, needing space, laid the cross on top of my checkbook 

and bills. It made me ponder how my faith might impact my finances. If my money was really     

under the cross of Jesus, what should I buy? Or not buy? How much should I give away, and how 

much should I keep? 

A few days later, more papers had accumulated so I placed the cross on top of some materials I was 

accumulating for my weekly sermon. It made me think about how my faith should impact my 

work. If my job was really under the cross of Jesus, how should I treat the congregants at St John? 

How might I prepare for Sundays? 

Eventually, the cross landed on top of some photographs of family and friends. It made me think 

about how my faith should impact my relationships. If my relationships were really under the cross 

of Jesus, what kind of mother should I be? Or wife? Or daughter? What kind of friend? 

For several weeks that cross lay on my desk, and it seemed to ask me, on a daily basis, “What 

difference does my faith make in my life? What impact does my faith have in my finances, job, rela-

tionships? In short it asked, “What would it mean for me to truly make Christ the Lord of my life? 

 

Shalom, 

Pastor Lesley 

(Inspired by Martin Thielen) 
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Hello.        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When I saw this, I laughed.  And then I realized…  it was me. Coping with the constant barrage. I’m 

having trouble with it all.  You? 

 

Proverbs 12:25  Anxiety in someone’s heart weighs them down, but a good word makes you glad. 

(Or hopefully, at least better.) 

 
Faith be your guide,  

Rob. 

Dave Nichols, Rocky Hoopengardner, Bruce Stewart, and 

Susan Taylor , all of whom tried to discover the source of 

our electrical problem 

Dave Nichols, taking responsibility for the oleanders on the 

south side of our property 

Joy V’Marie, Session Clerk, leading the session through the 

search for an Interim Pastor 
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June 9 is the birthday of the novelist and peace 

activist Bertha von Suttner, born in Prague in 

1843, the first woman to be awarded the Nobel 

Peace Prize. Suttner became a major figure in the 

peace movement of the day, publishing a best-

selling novel, Lay Down Your Arms. She and her 

husband, Arthur, were devout Christians, and 

established the League Against Anti-Semitism in 

response to the pogroms and growing antisemi-

tism in Eastern Europe. True religion, she wrote, 

is “neighborly love, not neighborly hatred. Any 

kind of hatred, against other nations or against 

other creeds, detracts from the humaneness of 

humanity." For a short time she had served as 

administrative assistant to the industrialist      

Alfred Nobel, who made his fortune by invent-

ing dynamite and developing weapons of war 

— and she maintained an extensive correspond-

ence with him until his death. She is widely 

credited with influencing his decision to include 

a peace prize among those he established with 

his fortune, and in 1905, she became the first 

woman to be awarded it, and the second female 

Nobel laureate ever (the first being Marie Curie). 

   

June 10 is the day in 1881 that Leo Tolstoy     

began a fateful pilgrimage to a nearby        

monastery. His great novels — War and Peace 

and Anna Karenina — had made him rich and 

famous, but he felt a hollow emptiness in his 

life, and fell into a deep depression. Then one 

day, alone on a walk in the woods, he had an 

epiphany: “At the thought of God, happy waves 

of life welled up inside me. Everything came 

alive, took on meaning. The moment I thought I 

knew God, I lived. But the moment I forgot him, 

the moment I stopped believing, I also stopped 

living.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The monastery became for him a place of      

spiritual retreat, at which he worked out the   

implications of his conversion. He decided to 

renounce meat, sex, alcohol, tobacco, and expen-

sive clothing. He wanted to give away all his 

money, too, but his wife, Sophia, reminded him 

that they needed at least some resources to raise 

their 10 children! 

THIS DAY IN HISTORY 
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In recent decades, Shirley Erena Murray has become an influential and significant force within the 

world of congregational song. She writes hymns that address issues and concerns relevant to mod-

ern-day audiences. In her hymn, “A Place at the Table” (1998), Murray presents a Christian equiva-

lent to the “Universal Declaration of Human Rights,” drafted by the U.N. General Council, thus 

connecting the global concern of Christianity with the global concerns of the United Nations and 

all humanity. She notes: “I couldn't find anything to reflect a broad overview of human rights in 

any hymnbook. You can see that I have used some of the very basic ideas of the Universal Declara-

tion of Human Rights – the right to shelter, safety, food, and later, the right to a job, to freedom of 

speech and worship. I've tried to put them in a context which relates directly to the Gospel, but 

without excluding those who are not of the Christian faith." 

HYMN HISTORY: FOR EVERYONE BORN, A PLACE AT THE TABLE 

For everyone born, a place at the table, 

for everyone born, clean water and bread, 

a shelter, a space, a safe place for growing, 

for everyone born, a star overhead, 

Chorus  

    and God will delight when we are creators 

        of justice and joy, compassion and peace: 

       yes, God will delight when we are creators 

       of justice, justice and joy! 

 

For woman and man, a place at the table, 

revising the roles, deciding the share, 

with wisdom and grace, dividing the power, 

for woman and man, a system that's fair, 

(Chorus) 

For young and for old, a place at the table, 

a voice to be heard, a part in the song, 

the hands of a child in hands that are wrinkled, 

for young and for old, the right to belong, 

 (Chorus) 

For just and unjust, a place at the table, 

abuser, abused, with need to forgive, 

in anger, in hurt, a mindset of mercy, 

for just and unjust, a new way to live, 

 (Chorus) 

For everyone born, a place at the table, 

to live without fear, and simply to be, 

to work, to speak out, to witness and worship, 

for everyone born, the right to be free, 

 (Chorus) 

CELEBRATION OF THE LIFE OF KIM PATTON 

Light lunch to follow. 

We’ll be celebrating the life of Kim Patton on Saturday, June 19th at 11:00 a.m.  

(Masks required if you have not been vaccinated)  
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ST JOHN ON THE DESERT CRAFT FAIR CANCELLED FOR 2021 

 

 

WHAT’S UP THIS SUNDAY 

Incarnation. It’s a word preachers throw around regularly. What does it really mean? And what’s 

so awesome about it? Pastor Lesley will be using John 1:1-18 (the first scripture she preached 

when she came to serve at St John on the Desert).  

As a church community I know we are all 

pleased to see that Tucson appears to be recover-

ing from the COVID 19 pandemic. Ideally, this 

would be good news for the vendors  and shop-

pers who have enjoyed participating in our craft 

fair. 

Unfortunately, the pandemic is not the only chal-

lenge the Craft Fair Team is facing this year. Our 

Pastor Lesley is  retiring at the end of August. At 

this time, we don’t know who our leadership will 

be, so St John’s priority must be the pastor search 

process.  

Regretfully, St John on the Desert is canceling 

the 2021 November Craft Fair. Hopefully, we 

will be able to resume in 2022. 

Roger Ryberg ready to go home! 
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Thurs. June 10: Ball Point Pen Day: Invented by 

the Biro brothers in 1943, using quick drying 

inks, the ball point pen became as famous in the 

20th century as fountain pens were 100 years ear-

lier. Now pens could be made available to eve-

ryone! These pens made their mark on history 

and in the business world, so pick up an array of 

colors, and begin writing letters or postcards. 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sun. June 12 – the Queen’s Birthday:  Though 

Queen Elizabeth II’s actual birthday is April 

21st, she is celebrated in England and Australia 

on June 12th. Also known as “Trooping the Col-

ours,” the day is marked by military parades, 

flyovers, and gun salutes. This year, the Queen 

will celebrate her 95th birthday privately while in 

mourning for Prince Philip who passed away 

earlier this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mon. June 13 – National Sewing Machine Day: 

The first sewing machine was patented in 1791. 

Two men, Elias Howe and Isaac Singer, are re-

sponsible for modernizing the sewing machine. 

Howe created the modern lockstitch machine 

and Singer patented the foot pedal used on most 

machines today and changed how people live. 

(Connect with other crafters and sew up a storm!) 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wed. June 15 – Nature Photography Day:      

Nature is all around you. Take time to capture 

nature at its very best. The first cameras used to 

photograph nature were developed in 1816.  

Amateur or professional, just take some shots 

and share with us. Send them to Susan Patton or 

Georgia Bernheim using email addresses on last 

page of newsletter. 

CALENDAR CELEBRATIONS: JUNE 9 – 15 
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Remember, Pastor Lesley is in the office every  

Tuesday from 9-Noon 

Wednesday from 9:30– 1 

and is available just about any time by appointment.  

 

From May 9 – June 20  

bring in diapers – of any size!  

 

  A               F         HIJKLMNO        QRS        U        WXY         

 

        BCDE         G                            P             T           V    

Below are all the letters of the alphabet with the exception of the letter “Z”. Each of these letters las 

been placed either above or  below the line for a particular reason.  In keeping with this reasoning, 

where would the “Z” (pronounced ZEE) go and why? 

PUZZLE ME THIS 

(Answer on page 10) 
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Web Site 

www.stjohnonthedesert.org  

 

Pastor Lesley Abrams 

pastorsjod@gmail.com 

520-271-2067 

 

        Facebook     

https://www.facebook.com/

StJohnonTheDesert  

 

     2695 N. Houghton Road,        

Tucson, AZ  85749                

                  520-749-3615  

              stjohnonthedesert@gmail.com   

 

Answer to Puzzle Me This . .  

The Z goes below the line because 

it rhymes with BCDEGPTV 

Newsletter Editor 

Georgia Bernheim 

bernheimg@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Publisher 

Susan Patton 

susanopatton44@gmail.com 

 

Elders 

Joy V’Marie (23)  Clerk of Session 

sessionclerk.stjohn@gmail.com 

 

David Tabb (23)  Treasurer 

(520) 298-1654 

treasurersjod@gmail.com 

 

Diane Kent (21)  Mission 

mrskent1@gmail.com 

 

Susan Taylor (21)  Buildings & Grounds 

520) 760-2119 

sktaylor.tus@cox.net 

 

Rob Dillon  (22)  Christian Education 

rpd1046@gmail.com  

 

Georgia Bernheim (23) Communications and  Outreach  

(520) 227-0481 

bernheimg@yahoo.com 

 

Susan Curwen   Personnel 

(520) 760-7239 

gregnsusan@usfamily.net 

Deacons 

Helen Tabb   Parish 1 

(520) 298-1654  

hmtabb46@gmail.com 

 

Sandi Tinsley   Parish 2 

(520) 777-4400 

sandraminton@gmail.com 

 

Rita Rasmussen  Parish 3 

(520) 296-2730 

ritarasmussen5@gmail.com 

 

Kay French  Parish 4 

(520) 207-1504 

grammyk1211@cox.net 

 

Eugenia Villafana  Parish 5 

847-571-4210 

villafanaeugenia@gmail.com 

 

Barbara Bledsoe  Parish 6 

(520) 982-1392 

lilacjen@cox.net 


