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June 3, 2021 

PASTOR’S PENCIL 

There’s a prayer that’s tucked into the bulletin board above my desk. It goes like this: 

Good morning Lord! 

What are you up to today? 

Can I be a part of it? 

Thank you. Amen. 

 

I look at this prayer just about every day and it reminds me of two important things. #1: When I ask 

God a question (and there are 2 in this brief prayer) I always pause to wait for an answer. The voice 

that replies is mine – and I know that. But 99% of the time, the answer comes from God. #2: I always 

remember to thank God at the end of every prayer. God may not deliver on my request, but I thank 

God in order to keep in the practice of being grateful for the many blessings in my life. 

Prayer need not be fancy or long-winded. Anne Lamott says “Thanks!” “Help!” and “Wow!” are    

all full prayers.  Thank you, God, for this meal I am about to receive. Help me God to face this  

challenge in my life. Wow, God! That’s quite a sunset! 

Prayer is conversation with your best friend – the one who knows you best, inside and out. Go 

ahead and ask for world peace if that’s what you need. But always remember that God wants to 

know what’s deep in your heart at any given moment. You may not always hear back from God,   

but be patient. God does have a lot to say to you! 

Shalom, 

Pastor Lesley 
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WHAT’S UP THIS SUNDAY 

This Sunday we celebrate communion. It’s also the day we Fill-The-Cart for the Southern Arizona 

Food Bank; please bring in non-perishable goods to help feed others. 

Pastor Lesley will be preaching on 1 Corinthians 11:27-32 and Matthew 26:20-22. Her sermon is 

“Communion as Self-Examination.” 

 

 
SESSION SCOOPS 

 

• The document prepared by your Session has been sent to the Presbytery de Cristo, the first step 

in finding our Interim Pastor. 

• Kim Patton’s Memorial will be held on Saturday, June 19th, at 11 AM.   

• Our proposal for money from the Presbytery for our Live Streaming project was granted.  We 

asked for $7500, and we’ve received $10,000!  Hallelujah! 

• The Mission Team donated $500 to SWERV, a mission effort of the Presbytery de Cristo, a     

program to support young adults who volunteer in underserved communities in the southwest 

borderlands.  
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Lord, we offer these prayers for . . .  

 Roger Ryberg, who continues to improve following a nasty head injury 

 John Deering, cancer 

 Jon, the Taylor’s nephew rare and aggressive cancer 

 

 

 

-Or is that out looking for you?  Well, yes to both!  The Interim Pastor search documents are being 

prepared, reviewed, transmitted, responded to, as well as prepping for the interview process for our 

Interim Pastor when it’s time for that to unfold. It’s all underway per the well-planned Presbytery 

procedures and timelines.  Time marches on!  As things are scheduled and planned we will keep 

you informed.   

Any questions?  Send them to Session via Joy V’Marie at:    sessionclerk.stjohn@gmail.com 

 

Isaiah:  43-19  See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? 

Faith be your guide!    

Rob 

Church leadership is 
looking out for you! 

Hi all! 
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Presbytery De Cristo for giving us $10,000 to support our 

live streaming project  

 

The Drought 

The water trickles through my toes as I gaze at a new  

baby sapling. 

I wonder what it’s going to look like when the stream  

I’m standing in is big and wide. 

Then I remember the drought, That 

wretched, mournful, bitter, down cast, gloomy. 

unhappy, thing. 

The drought is all ready a horrible word. 

sometimes it can last for weeks or months even. 

That’s why it’s such a relief when the monsoons come. 

Cecilia Nichols, age 9 

 

 

The Nichols granddaughter, Cecilia, won first prize 

in a city wide contest of this poem. 
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Clara H. Scott wrote this hymn more than 100 years ago. In 1856, Scott attended the first Music   

Institute held by C.M. Cady in Chicago, Ill. By 1859, she was teaching music at the Ladies'         

Seminary, Lyons, Iowa. She married Henry Clay Scott in 1861, and in 1882 published the Royal 

Anthem Book, the first volume of choir anthems published by a woman.  

Horatio R. Palmer helped Clara publish many of her songs before her untimely death due to a  

buggy accident. This hymn was written shortly before her death. Each stanza reveals an increasing 

receptiveness to the "Spirit divine.” Learning to use one’s eyes, ears and mouth requires patience 

and reflection. The chorus of Scott's music gives one a sense of dancing in tune with the Spirit as 

we learn how to see, hear and speak the truth from our hearts.  

Open my eyes that I may see 

Glimpses of truth Thou hast for me; 

Place in my hands the wonderful key 

That shall unclasp and set me free 

Silently now I wait for Thee, 

Ready, my God, Thy will to see; 

Open my eyes, illumine me, 

    Spirit Divine 

 

Open my ears that I may hear 

Voices of truth Thou sendest clear; 

And while the wave notes fall on my ear, 

Everything false will disappear. 

Silently now I wait for Thee, 

Ready, my God, Thy will to see; 

Open my ears, illumine me, 

    Spirit Divine! 

Open my mouth and let me bear 

Tidings of mercy everywhere; 

Open my heart and let me prepare 

Love with Thy children thus to share 

Silently now I wait for Thee, 

Ready, my God, Thy will to see; 

Open my mouth, illumine me, 

    Spirit Divine! 

 

Open my mind that I may read 

More of Thy love in word and deed; 

What shall I fear while yet Thou dost lead? 

Only for light from Thee I plead. 

Silently now I wait for Thee, 

Ready, my God, Thy will to see; 

Open my mind, illumine me, 

    Spirit Divine! 

HYMN HISTORY: OPEN MY EYES THAT I MAY SEE 

 

From May 9 – June 20  

bring in diapers – of any size!  
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Thurs. June 3 – First US Space Walk: Made by 

Ed White, on Gemini 4, who used a hand-held  

jet gun to maneuver outside his capsule for 23 

minutes while orbiting the Earth. White went  

between the spacecraft and the end of his 8-meter 

long tether three times before running out of fuel. 

       

 

         

 

 

 

 

Sat. June 5 – National Prairie Day: This day   

promotes the appreciation and conservation of 

America’s native prairies and celebrates the 

beauty and ecological value of these often-

overlooked grasslands. Only 1% of tallgrass  

prairie in the United States remains untouched 

by farming or development. The vast North 

American prairie offers more biodiversity and 

beauty than most people realize. We must be   

responsible stewards and protect and restore  

this endangered ecosystem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sun. June 6 – National Cancer Survivors Day: 

This holiday is a celebration of life. Survivors 

gather with family, friends, and supporters to 

spread information, raise awareness, and honor 

all survivors. They aim to show how full life after 

a diagnosis of cancer can be. Make it fun; make it 

meaningful! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Tues. June 8 –World Oceans Day: You may 

have heard the rainforests are the lungs of the 

earth, but a majority of the oxygen we breathe 

comes from the ocean. This is a crucial environ-

mental issue. “Wear blue, tell two,” is the motto. 

Wear blue to show your support, and learn two 

facts about the oceans to share with others today. 

(1. Oceans cover more than 70% of our globe. 2. More 

than 25,000 islands lie in the Pacific Ocean, the 

world’s largest ocean.) 

CALENDAR CELEBRATIONS: JUNE 2 – 8 
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Web Site 

www.stjohnonthedesert.org  

 

Pastor Lesley Abrams 

pastorsjod@gmail.com 

520-271-2067 

 

        Facebook     

https://www.facebook.com/

StJohnonTheDesert  

 

     2695 N. Houghton Road,        

Tucson, AZ  85749                

                  520-749-3615  

              stjohnonthedesert@gmail.com   

 

Elders 

Joy V’Marie (23)  Clerk of Session 

sessionclerk.stjohn@gmail.com 

 

David Tabb (23)  Treasurer 

(520) 298-1654 

treasurersjod@gmail.com 

 

Diane Kent (21)  Mission 

mrskent1@gmail.com 

 

Susan Taylor (21)  Buildings & Grounds 

520) 760-2119 

sktaylor.tus@cox.net 

 

Rob Dillon  (22)  Christian Education 

rpd1046@gmail.com  

 

Georgia Bernheim (23) Communications and  Outreach  

(520) 227-0481 

bernheimg@yahoo.com 

 

Susan Curwen   Personnel 

(520) 760-7239 

gregnsusan@usfamily.net 

Deacons 

Helen Tabb   Parish 1 

(520) 298-1654  

hmtabb46@gmail.com 

 

Sandi Tinsley   Parish 2 

(520) 777-4400 

sandraminton@gmail.com 

 

Rita Rasmussen  Parish 3 

(520) 296-2730 

ritarasmussen5@gmail.com 

 

Kay French  Parish 4 

(520) 207-1504 

grammyk1211@cox.net 

 

Eugenia Villafana  Parish 5 

847-571-4210 

villafanaeugenia@gmail.com 

 

Barbara Bledsoe  Parish 6 

(520) 982-1392 

lilacjen@cox.net 

Newsletter Editor 

Georgia Bernheim 

bernheimg@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Publisher 

Susan Patton 

susanopatton44@gmail.com 


